
United States Government 
Instructor:  Mr. Tom Grode 

Room: 208 

E-mail: Thomas.Grode@k12.sd.us 

Student assignments and lesson plans posted on the high school web site 

 

Class Description: 

This Class will primarily focus on the Constitution.  As we study the United States Constitution we 

will cover almost every aspect of the US Government.  Some topics we will cover will include:  

Historical influences on the Constitution (S1), the Judicial Branch and how the courts have interpreted 

the Constitution (S3), Bill of Rights (S2, S6) and how they apply to everyday life, Legislative Branch 

(S6), how a bill becomes a law (S7, 10, 11), special interests groups (S7, 11), the Executive Brach 

(S6), powers and limitations of the President (S6), political parties (S7,8), elections (S8, 9,10), checks 

and balances (S6), study current political and social issues (S4,5,7,9) and more. 

 

Assignments and grading: 

Grades will be determined through the following ways: 

1. Reaction papers   

2. Weekly readings and assignments 

3. Exams (Every 4-5 weeks with a point value of 30-50 points). 

4. Group projects and activities. 

5. Other assignments and papers. 

 

Late work: 

 It is your responsibility to notify Mr. Grode, by e-mail, of any assignment turned in after it’s 

due date. 

 Assignments are due at the beginning of class on their due dates.  If work is turned in late the 

best a student can receive is 50% for that assignment.  Homework assignments should be 

completed before class.  Quickly finishing them at the start of class will be considered late.   

 If a student was present on the day an assignment was given but absent on the day it was due, 

the assignment is due at the beginning of class when the student returns.  If not turned in at that 

time it is considered late.  It is the student’s responsibility to turn the assignment in.     

 No late work will be accepted for after the test for that particular unit has been taken.  The 

exception being if the assignment was due the week of the test, in that case that assignment can 

be turned in up to a week past the test.  

 If a quiz or an exam is missed it is the student’s responsibility to set up a time to take it.  The 

quiz or exam must be made up within two days upon returning.  

 If a student misses a class it is their responsibility to get their make-up work.  Do this before or 

after school.  Do not interrupt class to get an assignment. 

Extra help:  

Extra help is available before school from 7:45-8:00. After school help will be available for much of 

the year from 3:10-4:0O when I’m not coaching.  It is best to check the day before to make sure I don’t 

have a meeting that day. 

 

Behavior and Academic Dishonesty 

The Brandon Valley School District handbook will be followed. 
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